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exactions from the people! All the evils caused by
dishonest public contractors and dishonest public
servants, in the most corrupt of modern states, do
not equal those which resulted from the system of
farming taxes; and yet so slow is the progress of
improvement, especially when it is at the cost
of powerful private interests, that the practice of
farming taxes in France survived until the Revolu-
tion.

I When Richelieu became minister he .endeavoured
ito check the disorders he found in the Government's
finances. Corruption is sure to be prevalent when
there is a good opportunity for it; where stealing is
made easy there will always be thieves; and in the
chaos of French administration the public could
be plundered with much ease and little danger.
" When I was an officer of finance," said a well-
known character a century later, " I stole like all
the rest." The same remark would have been made
by a person of similar frankness in Richelieu's day.
The Cardinal imprisoned his predecessor in office
on a well-founded charge of peculation, and then
instituted measures against the farrners of taxes?
Such attacks were frequently made; the farmers
bought immunity for the past and for a reasonable
time in the future, by turning over to^tKe"*''State
some part of their surplus. They were not often
impoverished by these proceedings. The wealth
they had accumulated was in itself a protection,
and they had, moreover, potent allies at the Court
and among the nobility. In that age, as-m-alLa-geSf
the members of noble houses replenished theirableduty on salt was a severe
